
THYATIRA – YOU’VE GOT MAIL 

THE DANGERS OF COMPROMISE 

We continue our journey around Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey).  After starting at the port of 

Ephesus, just across the Aegean Sea from Patmos, where John lived, we moved up the coast to 

Smyrna then on to Pergamum.  These churches faced a number of issues, particularly maintaining a 

faithful witness in a fast changing world and resisting the temptations of that world.  They had been 

commended for their hard work, perseverance and faithfulness.  They were encouraged to hold on to 

their first love and not to be misled and enticed by pressures both within and outside the church.  To 

those who overcame obstacles and lived loving, faithful lives there was the promise of provision and 

protection, and final victory over every enemy, including death. 

The messenger carrying John’s letters now turns inland and travels to Thyatira.  Unlike the three 

previous cities, Thyatira was a small town.  It was known for two things.  First, it was a manufacturing 

town, and was particularly famous for its metal work, especially it ‘chalkolibonos’, translated as 

‘(burnished) bronze’ in 1:15 and 2:18, and for its purple cloth.  Lydia, the first Christian convert in 

Europe was from Thyatira and was probably the overseas agent of a Thyatiran manufacturing 

company. (Acts 16:11ff).  The second claim to fame is that it was a trades union stronghold.  The 

Romans did not usually support such things but Thyatiran goods were in such demand and the local 

unions (or more properly, guilds) were so powerful that the authorities practiced typical Roman 

pragmatism and let them get on with it.  The upshot of this was it was very difficult to make a living 

in Thyatira unless you were a member of a guild, and as guilds always had religious overtones life for 

the little church in Thyatira was very difficult. 

Revelation 2:18-29 

Jesus’ letter to this church begins in a unique way – ‘these are the words of the Son of God’ (2:18).  

There is a weight to these words that makes the reader/listener sit up and take notice.  In each of the 

letters we are told, ‘These are the words of…’  followed by a title or description that has something to 

do with the letter that follows.  In Ephesus, a place of rapid change, it was the one who held the 

churches safe in his hands.  In Smyrna assurance of victory was given by the Risen One.  In 

Pergamum temptation was countered by truth.  Here in Thyatira it is the Son of God who addresses 

the church and the reason for such a direct address seems to be an age-old problem in the church. 

Before turning to this problem Jesus commends the church for its deeds, its love, its faith, its service 

and its perseverance.  What is more, this is a church that is moving forward and growing (2:19).  How 

we would love to hear Jesus commending us for such things!  What an encouragement it must have 

been for that church to hear those words.  It’s all too easy when reading these seven letters to fix on 

the negative;  ‘You do all this… but…’  If we do this we begin to think that God is never satisfied.  It 

is what I call ‘evangelical guilt’.  It is like catholic guilt, only worse.  All too often our image is of a 

God who is like a parent who receives a school report that says their child has got ‘A's in 9 out of 10 

subjects but who is only interested in why the child only got a ‘B’ in the 10th.   God notices the efforts 

we make as individuals and churches, and he is pleased with us, even though he knows just as well as 

we know that our efforts are not perfect.  Can you imagine the disappointment, not to say the 

damage, caused by a parent who returns a hand-made greeting card to a young child because they 

spelt ‘birthday’ wrong?  Perhaps some of you can, but let me tell you for a certainty, God is not like 

that.  His word to you is ‘well done good and faithful servant!’  (Matthew 25:21) 



But that is not to say that God, like any good parent, does not want more for his children.  Children 

need to be affirmed in who they are, but they also need to be encouraged to be more than they are.  

In Thyatira, as we have seen, there were severe economic, social and religious pressures on the 

church.  Many had held firm under that pressure and were encouraged to ‘ hang on in there’ (2:24f). 

Some, however, had bent under the pressures.  But note that it is not the ones who had given up who 

are confused, it was those who had compromised.  There was false teaching in the church which 

allowed people to play fast and loose with their faith. 

Now it is unlikely that this ‘Jezebel’ (probably not a real name, but an illusion to the Old Testament 

Jezebel who sought to lead God’s people astray in 1 Kings 16 and after), just turned up one Sunday 

morning and preached heresy.  This is the sort of thing that happens over time.  A small shift of 

priority here, a little change in emphasis there and one day we find we have left the truth behind.  

That is how compromise works and the church has been very susceptible to its right from the earliest 

days.  Today it is not food offered to idols and sexual laxity (which were both associated with the 

guilds) but there are still many examples of how we are willing to let apparently small things slip by us.  

Recent legislation has shown the dangers of this attitude in the past few weeks. 

Compromise, even when its dressed up as ‘deep theology’, is always a danger.  That is why such stern 

words from the Son of God are directed against it.  Those involved in this particular compromise did 

it because they wanted to stay in work and retain influence in the guilds.  It is ironic that they are the 

ones who lost out, for it was those who overcame that receive the prize.  And that prize was the very 

thing the others looked for: authority and a sure and certain hope for the future. 

Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

Amen 
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