
Christmas Day 2020 

God is with us 

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, 

by your incarnation you united 

things earthly and heavenly. 

Fill us with the sweetness 

of inward peace and goodwill, 

that we may join the heavenly host 

in singing praises to your glory; 

for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

It is Christmas Day, and even though many of our plans to celebrate this day with family and 

friends have been dashed, yet we still chose to worship God and give thanks for his great gift.  

Together with the prophet Isaiah we praise God: 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains  

are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,  

who brings good news,  

who announces salvation,  

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”  
8 Listen!  Your sentinels lift up their voices,  

together they sing for joy;  

for in plain sight they see  

the return of the LORD to Zion.  
9 Break forth together into singing,  

you ruins of Jerusalem;  

for the LORD has comforted his people,  

he has redeemed Jerusalem.  
10 The LORD has bared his holy arm  

before the eyes of all the nations;  

and all the ends of the earth shall see  

the salvation of our God.  (Isaiah 52:7-10) 

Today we celebrate the arrival of Immanuel.  We remind ourselves in a variety of ways of the 

birth of Jesus and the fulfilment of God’s ancient promises.  This year many of those old, 

traditional ways of celebrating are closed off to us, but not even the threat posed by this 

pandemic nor the current political and economic uncertainties can tarnish the wonder of 

Christmas.  Indeed, the stark background of our current situation throughs the fulfilled promise 

of the first Christmas into a stronger, clearer light.  This year, more than ever we are like people 

who have been walking in darkness, but now we can see a bright light.  The Preacher, writing 

his epic sermon to the Hebrew Christians understood the magnitude of this Good News. 



Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 

through whom he also created the worlds.  He is the reflection of God’s glory and the 

exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.  When 

he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 

excellent than theirs.  (Hebrews 1:1-4) 

For the Preacher, the coming of Jesus and the fulfilment of God’s promises is not a single event 

so much as an ongoing story that is not yet finished.  It is quite usual at this time of year, when 

we celebrate God first coming among us, to remind ourselves that Jesus promised to return – 

what we often call his ‘second coming’.  But while we wait and look forward to this return that 

will mark the final fulfilment of all God’s promises we must not overlook the fact that Jesus, by 

the work of his Holy Spirit, is coming constantly into our lives today and every day. 

It would be a sad mistake to think that the gap between Jesus’ coming as man during the last 

days of ancient Israel and his return in glory at the remaking of all things is just that – a gap, a 

time when God is not present, or at least limited in his activities.  Between his first and final 

coming, Jesus comes to us in ‘many and various ways’, making himself known to those who 

would follow him.  In his farewell message at the Last Supper, Jesus makes it clear he will not 

leave his disciples to their own devices.  As Jesus had been with them in the flesh so he would 

send another to be with them in spirit. 

So, today as we celebrate the birth of one who is God with us, we also celebrate his coming 

among us day by day, not just the baby of history nor the Lord returning in glory, but as the one 

who said, “I am with you always.” 

We pause and pray, remembering especially those who, today of all days, feel far from family, 

friends and God.  May Immanuel, God who is with us, make himself know to them. 

Pause and pray 

Lord, I set my heart on You. 

You are trustworthy, faithful and the Giver of the gift of peace. 

Please fill me this Christmas season. 

And as others see your peace in me, let them recognize you as their Saviour. 

Amen. 


