
Life in a time of death
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Unshakeable God, you are our ever-present help in times of trouble.  Amidst all the isolation, grief and 
fear caused by this crisis, renew in us your peace, restore to us your perspective, and reveal to us your 
presence as we spend this time with you now.

Today is Easter Day and we celebrate and give thanks to God for his limitless love, mercy and power 
shown to us today of all days.  We rejoice in the words of Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24:

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
his love endures for ever. 

2 Let Israel say: ‘His love endures for ever.’ 
14 The LORD is my strength and my defence; 

he has become my salvation. 
15 Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: 
       ‘The LORD’s right hand has done mighty things! 
16 The LORD’s right hand is lifted high; 

the LORD’s right hand has done mighty things!’ 
17 I will not die but live, 

and will proclaim what the LORD has done. 
18 The LORD has chastened me severely, 

but he has not given me over to death. 
19 Open for me the gates of the righteous; 

I will enter and give thanks to the LORD. 
20 This is the gate of the LORD 

through which the righteous may enter. 
21 I will give you thanks, for you answered me; 

you have become my salvation. 
22 The stone the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone; 
23 the LORD has done this, 

and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
24 The LORD has done it this very day; 

let us rejoice today and be glad.

Today, in a number of different, often new, perhaps strange ways we will celebrate the turning point of 
history, the day God showed and authenticated his intention and ability to redeem and remake his 
beloved creation.  We remind ourselves of the events of that day as reported by Matthew (28:1-8)



After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to look at the tomb. 

2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, 
going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and 
his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became 
like dead men. 

5 The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, 
who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where 
he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: “He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of 
you into Galilee. There you will see him.” Now I have told you.’ 

8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples.

Death is the preoccupation of the day.  Everywhere we look we see daily death tolls, the number of 
people who have died of COVID-19 so far, either worldwide or in our local area, the number of people 
expected to die before this pandemic is over.  The old funeral service reminds us that, “in the midst of 
life we are in death”, but this day we remind ourselves that the reverse is more true, for in the midst of 
death we are in life.

Today is a day we remind ourselves that nothing can stop God fulfilling his good purposes for us (see 
Romans 8:31-39).  Today, if only for one day, we can set aside our preoccupations and fears about death
and celebrate life.

Pause and pray

We pray for those whose mind are focused on death today.  For those who have lost family and friends, 
those in intensive care fighting for life, and those who look after them.  May they receive and come to 
know God’s love and comfort which is stronger that death and outlasts our life here on earth.

Looking back at the events of that Resurrection Day, Paul noted that the world had changed.  He tells us 
we too must change.  In Colossians 3:1–4 he writes:

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  For you 
died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is your life, appears, then
you also will appear with him in glory.

Jesus, may we live in the light of your death and resurrection,
Dying to ourselves each day,
and rising again in you.
Amen.


