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JESUS: IN HIS OWN WORDS 
‘I am the vine’ 

Lord I come to your awesome presence, 

from the shadows into your radiance. 

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness. 

As I come into God’s presence, I choose to praise him in the words of Psalm 103:1-5. 

May the glory of the LORD endure forever;  

may the LORD rejoice in his works—  
32 who looks on the earth and it trembles,  

who touches the mountains and they smoke.  
33 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;  

I will sing praise to my God while I have being.  
34 May my meditation be pleasing to him,  

for I rejoice in the LORD. 

In the Old Testament there are many metaphors.  One of these that occurs more often than most is 

the vine, a symbol used almost exclusively for God’s people (cf Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:8f).  Looking at 

many of these occurrences we notice how often the underlying message of this symbol is one of 

failure (eg Jeremiah 2:21).  God’s people, called to be a fruitful vine, continually fail to live up to that 

calling.  In the light of this common usage, Jesus’ next self-disclosure takes on a deep significance. 

[Jesus said], “I am the true vine and my father is the vinegrower… you are the branches.” 

(John 15:1, 5) 

Jesus proclaims himself to be the true vine, the vine as it should be.  This image links to all the 

previous “I am…” sayings.  Jesus reveals himself throughout John’s telling of the Gospel story not 

with a handful of random images but by consistently and progressively showing himself to be the one 

who is the fulfilment of God’s promise and purpose. 

But the image of Jesus as the true vine, and thus the fulfilment of Israel’s role, is not the full picture 

here.  By identifying himself as the vine Jesus claims that participation in the kingdom (i.e. being 

branches) is possible only for those who “remain in him”.  As with the saying about the shepherd and 

the sheep, this points to the relationship between Jesus and his followers.  Indeed, this whole section 

(15:1-17) is about that relationship as Jesus speak to his disciple about love, faith, abiding and 

obedience.  It also speaks of the third point in this relationship triangle as Jesus tells us that his father 

is the gardener who tends the vine, maintaining the fruitfulness of its branches. 

This strong image of community – vine, branches, gardener – presents us with a challenge.  There is 

no room here for the individual, go-it-alone attitude common in our society.  There is a bond 

between Jesus and his followers (and between individual followers) that shapes the whole 

community.  To live as the branches of the vine is to belong to a unity shaped by the love of Jesus.  

The individual branch is subsumed into the communal work of bearing fruit, of living in love and so 



revealing itself to be one of Jesus’ disciples (8, 16).  To live, then, according to this model two things 

are necessary, our ongoing relationship with Jesus and the continuing work of the father-gardener. 

Three results follow from this life.  First, effective prayer “If you abide in me, and my words abide in 

you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” (7)  Then effective witness “My Father is 

glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” (8)  Finally, full life “I have said 

these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.” (11, cf 10:10) 

We pause and give thanks for the life to be found in Jesus, and to pray that our Father, the gardener, 

will encourage and enable us to live that life to the full. 

Pause and pray 

Paul, reflecting on what it means to be one with Christ, spoke of our shared life using the image of a 

body. 

We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, 

by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming.  But speaking the truth in love, 

we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole 

body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is 

working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.  (Ephesians 4:14–

16, cf 1 Corinthians 12:12ff) 

What is the outcome of this sort of life?  The fruit Jesus expects from the branches is first and 

foremost love (12).  It leads principally to a life that has features of Jesus’ life running through its 

veins.  As Jesus enjoyed the Father’s love and reflected it to his followers, so now his love should fill 

our lives.  The fruit we are called to produce is a sign of spiritual life to all who would see, a 

declaration that Jesus is alive and working through us, his people. 

In all my thoughts, may I think of you. 

In all my words, may I speak of you. 

In all my actions, may I act as you. 

In all my interactions, may I love like you. 

In everything, may I look like you, 

more and more each day. 

Amen. 


