
Sunday 30 August 2020 

SONGS FROM A STRANGE LAND 

Psalm 44: A prayer of faith in the face of the inexplicable 

Almighty and all-loving God, 

in awe and reverence I come into your presence 

to proclaim your greatness, 

to acknowledge your power, 

to recognise your sovereignty, 

to declare your goodness. 

Lord of all, hear my prayer. 

As I come into God’s presence I choose to praise him in the words of Psalm 100. 

1  Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.  
2     Worship the LORD with gladness; come into his presence with singing.  
3     Know that the LORD is God.  

It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  
4     Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise.  

Give thanks to him, bless his name.  
5     For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever,  

and his faithfulness to all generations.  

I am returning to the Book of Psalms for a short while and consider how God’s people of old looked 

on trials and difficulties, and how these affected their relationship with God.  This group of Psalms all 

arise out of Israel’s experience of exile, beginning with Psalm 44:1-3, 23-26. 

1  We have heard with our ears, O God,  

our ancestors have told us,  

what deeds you performed in their days,  

in the days of old:  
2      you with your own hand drove out the nations,  

but them you planted;  

you afflicted the peoples,  

but them you set free;  
3     for not by their own sword did they win the land,  

nor did their own arm give them victory;  

but your right hand, and your arm,  

and the light of your countenance,  

for you delighted in them.  

23  Rouse yourself! Why do you sleep, O Lord?  

Awake, do not cast us off forever!  



24  Why do you hide your face?  

Why do you forget our affliction and oppression?  
25  For we sink down to the dust;  

our bodies cling to the ground.  
26  Rise up, come to our help.  

Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love.  

The Psalmist thinks of all the stories he has been told about how God blessed his people in the past.  

But these stories do not match current experience.  If God were so active and gracious in the past 

why are things so different now?  This Psalm is not like most others.  This recognition that things 

were not as they should be most often leads to repentance, but not here.  The Psalmist is mystified: 

it is not as though he had forgotten God or worshipped idols, so why is God doing this?  This may be 

an example of selective memory, given Israel’s history, but the Psalmist genuinely feels aggrieved.  

The punishment does not fit the crime and so he brings his complaint to God. 

This Psalm is what some have called a Psalm of Dislocation.  God is not supposed to hide his face 

(see Psalms 13:1; 22:24; 27:9); God is not supposed to forget affliction (see Psalms 9:12, 18; 10:12; 

42:9).  Faced with stories of the past and the present situation all that the Psalmist can offer is a 

protest of faithfulness (17-22) that expresses bewilderment rather than understanding.  This Psalm is 

a prayer of faith in the face of the inexplicable. 

I pause and pray for all God’s faithful people who are suffering at this time, even when they do not 

deserve it. 

Pause and pray 

This Psalm reminds me of an important truth: every experience of life is somehow an experience of 

God.  Suffering is not a sign of separation from God or from God’s love; rather, it marks those who 

have been chosen to follow Jesus Christ (see Mark 8:34f).  While it is true that this Psalm is a mixture 

of complaint, lamentation and petition, it is significant that the last word is not ‘why’ but ‘steadfast 

love’ (Hebrew ḥesed).  This prayer is based on an appeal to the unfailing love of God.  The last hope 

of a faithful people is the faithfulness of God. 

[Jesus said,] Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who 

can destroy both soul and body in hell.  Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one 

of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.  And even the hairs of your head are 

all counted.  So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.  

(Matthew 10:28-31) 

Lord of all 

touch my heart with your living presence 

and fill my life with your grace, 

so that my love for you may grow, 

my faith be deepened, 

and my service strengthened. 

Lord of all, hear my prayer, 

in the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 

NEXT WEEK: Psalm 74 


