
Sunday 6 September 2020 

SONGS FROM A STRANGE LAND 

Psalm 74: A voice of suffering faith 

Compassionate and caring God, 

with grateful hearts we come to praise you – 

for your love that constantly surrounds us, 

for all the blessings of our lives, 

for the wonder of our world, 

for the hope of our faith in Christ. 

Lord of all, hear our prayer. 

As I come into God’s presence I choose to praise him in the words of Psalm 99:1-5. 

1 The LORD is king; let the peoples tremble! 

He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 
2 The LORD is great in Zion; 

he is exalted over all the peoples. 
3 Let them praise your great and awesome name. 

Holy is he! 
4 Mighty King, lover of justice, 

you have established equity; 

you have executed justice 

and righteousness in Jacob. 
5 Extol the LORD our God; 

worship at his footstool. 

Holy is he! 

As I recite this psalm I am reminded that God’s people have always proclaimed the reign of God 

amid circumstances that seem to deny it, whether in times of national disaster or personal distress, 

or at the foot of an executioner’s cross.  In the worst of times, when the forces of evil seem to pre-

vail, the people of God profess their faith in a cosmic sovereign whose power seems to be no power 

at all, but whose “power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9, see 1 Corinthians 1:25).  

Take for example Psalm 74:1-3. 

1 O God, why do you cast us off forever? 

Why does your anger smoke against the sheep of your pasture? 
2 Remember your congregation, which you acquired long ago, 

which you redeemed to be the tribe of your heritage. 

Remember Mount Zion, where you came to dwell. 
3 Direct your steps to the perpetual ruins; 

the enemy has destroyed everything in the sanctuary. 



Last week we looked at Psalm 44, a personal lament.  Psalm 74 is a communal lament that confronts 

the same problem: the apparent triumph of the wicked.  It appears that God’s opponents, rather than 

God, are in control. 

The psalm’s focus is on the question of God’s kingship.  Will God’s mastery of all things, begun in cre-

ation and seen in history through his dealings with his own people, be frustrated?  Are the taunts of 

God’s opponents the truth?  Is the humiliating present the shape of the future?  For how long?  For-

ever? 

But as this psalm unfolds we notice that the voice of suffering faith, which brings its lament and peti-

tions, also brings an affirmation of God’s sovereignty (12-17), and, and I think this is of vital im-

portance, that God’s sovereign activity involves salvation (see Exodus 15:2). 

Yet God my King is from of old, 

working salvation in the earth. 

(Psalm 74:12) 

This psalm anticipates Jesus’ proclamation of the reign of God (Mark 1:14f) and his invitation to be 

disciples, not by the avoidance of suffering but by taking up a cross (Mark 8:34).  As in Psalm 74, the 

life of faith will be lived amid constant scoffing and continual opposition (10, 18, 22–23), as was Je-

sus’ life. 

God’s people do not allow their faith to be deformed by experience but instead shape their bitter 

experience by faith into prayer.  So, we continue to pray and to trust that God will not forget the 

lives of the poor and the needy, among whom we must always include ourselves. 

Pause and pray 

This psalm reveals the connection between creation, salvation and the history of the people of God.  

We must never lose sight of that connection.  As Paul says, 

I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to com-

pletion by the day of Jesus Christ. 

(Philippians 1:6, see also Romans 8:18-32) 

Lord of all 

touch my heart with your living presence 

and fill my life with your grace, 

so that my love for you may grow, 

my faith be deepened, 

and my service strengthened. 

Lord of all, hear my prayer, 

in the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 

 

NEXT WEEK  Psalm 79: ‘How long, O Lord?’ 


